., —n_—_—_— 
” N 


A DD R E S s 


TO THE 


INHABITANTS 


0 1 


GREAT-BRITAIN; 
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Hills, and they ſmoke. Pfal. civ. 32. 
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GREAT-BRITAIN. 


xXy HEN the Judgments of GOD are 
upon the Earth, the Inhabitants of 
the World will karn Righteouſneſs, 


II. xxvi. 9. They are ſent for this important 


End, have a Tendency to produce this Effect, 


and therefore we may reaſonably look for it. 
This has been often the Caſe with ations and 
People, who have been viſited with awful Cala- 
mities and Deſolations: They have been affected 

with the Rod, have heard the Voice of Pro- 
vidence, and have awaked, and aroſe from 

their long Lethargy. What an unſpeakable. 
Mercy would it be, was this the Caſe with the 
Inhabitants of this Land, who have been ſo often 
chreatened, and are now under ſome juſt 


B | Alarm, 


(2) 


Alarm, occaſioned by the late awful Stroke at 
LISBON? Lenſible of the loud Voice there 


is in that diſtreſſing Calamity, I would addreſs 
you, my Counirymen and Fellow-Subjef7s, upon 


the Infidelity and Immoralities that are found 


among ſome, and the Coldneſs, Indiffe- 


rency, and Hypocriſy that appear amangſt | 


others; and conſequently upon the Danger we 
are in, of fecling the ſevere Indignation of that 
60D, who is of purer Fyes than to behold 

Iniquity. BRIT 411, once famous for er 


numerous Saints, Perſons of the moſt un- 
blemiſhed Reputation, their Hatred of Sin, 
their Attachment to the great Doctrines of Re- 
velation, and the Purity and Exactneſs of their 
Walk and Converſation, . is now too much | 
ſunk into Security, and has almoſt loſt that 
which is the Glory of a People. Oh, that my 


Head were Waters, and mine Eyes a Foun- 


tain of Tears, I would weep Day and Night 
to ſee ſo many careleſs and unconcerned, and 


aſleep, when we have ſuch Reaſon to expect 


the Juſt Reſentments of an offended GOD!—E 
' wiſh thy Happineſs, oh BRITAIN, I pray 
for your Proſperity, ye Inhabitants of LON- 
DON. long to ſee Pr flouriſh, ye Churches 

of the living GOD. If I forget thee, oh 


Feruſalem, let my right Hand forget her Cun- 


| wing, If I do not remember a tet m) Ti ongue 


n. cxxxvii. 5 6. 
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leave to the Roof of my Month; if T prefer 
not Jeruſalum above my chief Foy, I cannot ſee 
you afleep, without endeavouring to rouſe you. 
Sure, it is high Time to awake, when GOD 
is beginning to bend his Bow, and let fly his 
Yo 15 

See, the Alarm has reached our Land, that 


LISBON is no more! No more the wealthy 


City, the Metropolis of a Kingdom; no more 
the Boaſt of PORTUGAL; its beautiful Pa- 
laces are all in Ruins, and many of its Inba- 
bitants are deſtroyed with it, no more to be had 
in Remembrance. View the Deſolation! GOD 
| ſpeaks the awful Word; the Earth trembles; 
the Mountains quake at him, and the Hills melt; 
the ſubterraneous Caverns open, and diſcharge 
their awful Contents. See the Confusion] the 
Houſes left naked, the Inhabitants flying, with 
Terror in their Looks; ſome, attempting to 
eſcape but cannot, with Shrieks that would 
pierce the hardeſt Heart, ſee Death before 
them, and are cruſhed at once ; whilſt others 
flee with Haſte to the neighbouring Fields 
and Villages, and looking back, like the Men 
of AT, ſee their Houſes conſuming in Flames, 
and all their Subſtance deftroyed in a Moment. 
_ Awful Scene to think of, but how much more 
awful muſt it be, to be Spectators of it! No 
Diſtinckion is made between the Rich and the 
Poor, * The delicate Woman, who would not ad- 


* Deut. xxviii. 56, Suge 
„ venture 


| 
| 
q 
! 


N 


(4) 


venture to ſet the Sole of her Foot upon the 


Ground for Delicateneſs, 18 glad to fly naked, 
and ruſh through the ſurrounding Flames, or 


elſe is involved in the common Calamity. — 
How ſudden the Fall! Thoſe who had the 
Happineſs to eſcape with their Lives, had not 

a Moment's Time to take with them what they 


had been colleFing for many Years, but leave 
all to be b»ried in the Earth, or devoured by the 


mercileſs Flames. But this, even this is a Hoap- 


pineſs,when we conſider how it was with others. 
They have Time, we may ſuppoſe, to give 


one Shriek, and are ſeen no more, Thus to go 
into Elernity in a Moment, appears ſomewhat 
 firiking to all, but eſpecially to "choſe wh. 


know the Worth of a Soul, 

Thus awful is an E ARTHQU AKE! - 
And yet awful as it is, wwe might have felt it, 
and LONDON inſtead of LISBON might 


have been a Heap of Ruins, Think why the 
Cloud burſts there and not here! Why is 


PORTUGAL and not ENGLAND the 


Place of Confulion, and mourning in Sack- 


cloth? Tt is of the LOR D's Mercies, ſure- 


ly, that we are not conſumed; it is becauſe his 
Compaſſions fail not, And ſhall we abuſe fo 


much Goodneſs, and make Returns of Ingra- 


titude for ſuch diſtinguiſhing Mercy? Shall we 


continue Sto: rarer, Miao, Infidels, and 
til 
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| ſtill run into every Exceſs of Riot? GOD 


forbid! But we are concerned even with this 
diſtant Judgment. Though it does not affect 


our Lives in particular, it does our Comforts : 


Many of our Countrymen and Friends, we 
fear, have taken their everlaſting Leave of 


Time; many nave loſt their Se, and Fa- 


milies are expoſed to great Diſtreſs and Afﬀjc- 


tion. — And is not all this a /oud Call 10 


awake? ö; 

GOD has but Hehily chaſtiſed us hitherto, 
but we have Reaſon to fear the Heavieſt of Judę- 
ments if we continue in our preſent Security. 
* Suppoſe ye, ſays our LORD, that theſe Gali- 


leans <vere Sinners above all the Galileans, becauſe 


they ſuffered ſuch Things ? I tell you nay: But 
except ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh, Or 
thoſe eighteen upon whom the Tower in Siloam fell, 


and flew them, think ye that they were Sinners 


above all Men that dwelt in Feruſalem ? I tell you 


nay: But except ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe 


periſh, Thus many amongſt us will be ready 


to reflect upon the late unhappy Sufferers, as 


if they were Sinners of the firſt Rank, and there- 


fore that G O D has brought ſuch Marks of his 
Diſpleaſure upon them. We may be ready to 
indulge ſuch Reflections as theſe —— *© What 


* muſt a People be, upon whom ſuch a Cala- 


© mityas this is brought? The Hand of GOD 


Luke xii, 2— 5. 


. 15 


2 ' 


CT 


$4.16: evidently in it; and how can we. view 
it, but as an awful Inſtance of his In- 
© dignation againſt thoſe, who were charge- 


de able with Sins of a peculiarly provoking Na- 


© 7ure? Was not this the Caſe with the Inba- 


« bitants of that famous CI' TY, now in Ru- 


-* in? Did not Bigoiry and Superſtition, Cruelty 


and Blood. thirſtineſs appear amongſt them, 


* and that in the bigheft Degree? There ſtood 
« the INQUISI TION, the very men- 


7 tioning of which is enough to ſhock an Engliſh 
% Ear, where Numbers of Virgins have been 


* ſacrificed to the brutal Luſts of thoſe wretched 


* Monſters, the Inquiſitors; where every In- 
* Þumanity has been exerciſed, and every dia- 


% bolical Art uſed to ſtrike a Terror into every 


\** Breaſt, and to ſupport a Cauſe contrary tio 


* both Reaſon and Scripture, No Wonder that 


« LISBON is fallen. GOD has juſtly 
* made it like unto SODOM and G O- 


«M O RR AH.“ —— Thus ſome may be 
ready to encourage nn a Series of Reflections 
as theſe upon the late melancholy Providence, 
and go no further : But herein they miſtake 


their Duty. Let it be granted, that all that can 

be ſaid of the J/ickedneſs and Cruelty of that 
City is true, yet, in our Reflections upon the 

| preſent Diſpenſation, we ſhould turn our 
Thoughts into a different Channel, and Hane 


ſome ſuch Train of Reaſoning as this 46 Is 


D. L ZSB ON ne more? Why might not the 
« ſame 
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(7) . 
& fame have been ſaid of LONDON? Is ; 
* that Kingdom under ſo heavy a Stroke of 
Providence? Why does £ NGLAND 
* ſtand a Monument of Mercy ? *Tis true, 
c their Sins were great, but are not ours 
& ag great? Bleſſed be GOD, we find not 
* Bigotry and Cruelty fo prevalent amongſt 
« us, Our Relizion does not inſpire us with 
* Sentiments of Inbumanity. But our Sins 
„are of a crimſon Colour, and may equal, if not 
* exceed theirs, as our Privileges are much ſu- 
«© perior to theirs. We enjoy the Mord of 
«GOD pure and unadulierated; they do not 
* — We bear it in our Churches, read it in 
our Houſes, conſult it in our Cloſets, and have 
eat all Times the free Uſe of it: Vi hereas they 
* have no ſuch Bleſſings. We can worſhip 
«GOD according to our own Conſcieuces, 
without riſking our Lives, our Liberties, our 
Eſtates. We can fit under our own Vines, 
* and our own Fig-irees, and there are none to 
c make us afraid. The Sins then of ſuch a 
* People mult be attended with peculiar Aggra- 
e ations. And is ENGLAND yet ſpared ? 
Have not any deſtructive Deſolations yet 
0 overſpread our Land? The Longley on 
«G OD is amazing! 


* Oh, BR ITAIN, what Land has been 
4, favoured ſo much as thine ? What People 
© have enjoyed ſo many Privileges as thy Peo- 
4 60 * ple; and therefore woboſe Sins can be compa- 
* red. 


(3) 
« red with thine ? And has no ew/ul Calamity 
yet laid hee in Ruins? 
What Mercies have we enjoyed for a Se- 
s ries of Ages! GOD ſeems to have diſtin- 
guiſbed us from all other Nations, and to have 
a beſtowed all the Riches of his Munificence 
© upon us. Have our Liberties been invaded? 
..: 5 He- has- Kindly preſerved them, Have un- 
* natural Rebel.ions been raiſed and ſomented 
<« amongſt us? He has filled them. Have the 
c deepeſt and moſt ſecret Schemes been laid 
© for enflaving us? He has graciouſly over- 
e ;þrown them all, and commanded Salvation 
for Walls and for Bulwarks, Have we been 
** threatened with diſtreſſing Calamities ? He : 
© averted the Stroke, when he had ſhewn us 
e his Power, and what we have deſerved, He 
s cauſed the Cloud to gather and look black, 
© and then ſcattered it, and freed us from im- 


© pending Ruin. How often has he delivered 


us? What Salvations has he wrought out for 
us? How great then muſt our Obligations be, 
* and how notoriouſly heinous our Sins? And 
«is LISBON deſtroyed, and LONDON 
ce preſerved ? Diſtinguiſhing Goodneſs! Aſtoniſhing 
* Patience! We above all have Reaſon to fear | 
© the worſt of Evils, 
„ Eſpecially if we conſider the Sins that | 
e abound.—And what can be named, that is 
c * not to be found amongſt u us? Is Infidelity too 

_ Notorious 


(9) 
« notorious a Sin to make its Appearance! ? 
No: This, this Sin, odious as it is, prevails 
< amongſt every Rank, and is accompanied 
ce with Circumſtances that render it peculiarly 
* heinous, The Book of G OD, that ſacred 
Volume, is the Object of Contempt: That 


grand Charter of the Chriſtians Privileges is 


c ridiculed and i deſpiſed. W hat Convittions have 
© been ſtifled, and how induſtriouſly have many 
* endeavoured to filence the Clamours of Con- 
& ſcience, and to arrive at ſuch a Pitch of Hard- 
1%, as to make the flrongeſt and moſt mali- 
«(ious Oppoſition to the Bible, that ſo they might 
attempt to deſtroy all real Religion, and lay 
a Foundation for gratifying their own Incli- 
nations without Controul! — And is not this 
40 enough to raiſe our Wonder, that LISBON 
* ſhould fall, and we only juſt feel the Tremor, 
„ ſo as to make us ſenſible of the Judgment, 1 
but not experience its ruinous Effects? Have 
© we not Reaſon to tear, that ſome diſtreſſſ "Sg 
«© Evils are near? 
gain, See the Sabbath, how it is pro- | 
* phaned ! That Day, which G O D as a Sove- 
© reign has demanded to be kept ſacred, and as 
a Father has graciouſly appointed for the pro- 
e moting our everlaſting Intereſt, is turned into 
* a Day of Pleaſure, Indolence, or Profit, by the 
* Gentleman and the Merchant, the Maſter and 
$ the en the Parent and his Chilaren, by 
B 8 
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& all Sorts of People. The Counting -bouſe | 13 not 


a neglected, though the IIe of GOD is. 


&* The Fields, the publick Roads, and Houſes of 
* Entertainment, ans filled with Company of 
& all Ranks, whilit the Ordinances of GOP, 
< thoſe divine Inſtitutions, which are © peculi- 
„ arly calculated to advince out rca) Happi- 


© neſs, are deſpiſed, as wworthy our Atten- 
tion. Nay, this ſacred Day is prophaned 


* in yet a more notorious Manner, by the 
* frequent Uſe of CARDS, and other Di- 


* verſions, a Scandal to a Popiſh, but eſpecially 


* to a Proteſtant Nation. And ſhall we not 
* again wonder, that we are not {ſwallowed up 
* with ſome ruinous Judgment, as well as that 


© neighbouripg City that is no more? 


Let us again view the many Scenes of 


„% Wickedneſs and Debauchery, which are 
found amongſt us. And ſee, a long Cata- 


„ logue of Sins preſents itſelf before us; Sins 


"m7 of the deepeſt Dye, that caſt the utmoſt Re- 
e fletion upon human Nature, as ſunk into a 
State of Degeneracy, below the brute Cre- 


* ation, — Murthers, Adulteries, Fornications, 


and all Manner of Uncleanneſs, are frequent 
in every Street. They bid Defiance to Laws, 
nor ſeek the Sanction of the Night, whoſe 


friendly Shade uſed to be the Refuge of mo- 


© defter Sinners, but proclaim their Sins like 


6 '$ O DOM. and e even gun to commit Crimes 
| — 


4 
<« jn the Face of the Sun, which their Anceſtors 
* concealed in Darkneſs. I heſe Crimes now. 
« claim the Protection of the Great, though once 
* thought a Reproach amongſt the meaneſt and 
* loweſt of the People. EE 
Druntenneſs and Swearing are practice by = 
% Men of « every Degree. The moſt amazing 
e Execrations are invented, to ſhew how far we 
can go in Wickedneſs. The fine Gentleman, 
% whoſe Education ſhould teach him Decency 
in Language as well as in Behaviour, appears 
ce as fond of an Oath, and is as ready to blaſ- 
 * pheme his CREATOR, as the loweſt and 

** moſt vulgar Perſon. 1 
Nay, as if we had not done enough to pro- 
« voke GOD; to theſe and innumerable other 
e Sins is added that moſt deteſtable and unnatu- 
« ra] Sin of SODOMY; a Sin that ſinks 
us below the brute Creation, but is yet too 
e common amongſt Gentlemen, and Perſons as 
« diſtinguiſhed by their Stations as their Vices. 
«© What is the Reaſon then that we are not 
e viſited with Sodom's Fudgments ? Oh LIS. 
BON , thou ruin'd, depopulated City, were 
« thy Sins greater than ours? Yet ſee, the one 
<« falls, the other ſtands a Monument of ſparing 
Mercy; hears of the awful Calamity, but 
J OOO un, 
„We might take into Conſideration the num- 
$ berleſs other Sins which are to be found 
B 2 BE -- AMong{t 


465. 
* amongſt us, and which render us deſerving 
« of the ſevereſt Calamities : If the Sins of the 
* publick Enemies of Religion, Sins of thoſe 
_ © profeſſing the Goſpel, were all to be viewed 


by us, how much would they ſwell the Cata- 


« Jogue, and fill us with Aſtoniſhment at the 
© Patience and Long ſuffering of G O D towards 
ce us, in preſerving us from utter Ruin! A Con- 


4 ſideration of them would tend to convince us 


of the Danger we are in of falling into the 
Hands of a provoked G O D, and of the Ne- 
* ceſſity of a Merch Repentance and Return to 
= 6 him.“ | | 


Thus, we ſhould be concerned to indulge 


ſuch a Series of Reflections as theſe, if we 
would make a ſuitable Improvement of the 
preſent melancholy Stroke. And a Perſon of 


of a religious Turn, and Solidity of Thought, 
will be ready to run into this Way of Reaſoning. 
GOD grant that it may be the Caſe with all. 


Ye INHABITANTS of this happy 


Hand, permit me to pour out the Overflowings 
of a Heart full of tender Concern for your 
Welfare. Tis the Deſign of this Addreſs to 


put you upon ſerous Conſideration, to call you 
to attend to the Voice of GOD in this late awful 
Diſpenſation, to humble your ſelves before him, 


and to walk ſuitably to your religious Privileges 
and Enjoyments. Nothing but a Reformation 
can ſave us from deſerved Ruin, We cannot 
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pref on of Vice and Infidelity, and in encouraging 


(13) 

ſuppoſe, if we remain incorrigible, that GOD 
will continue us the peculiar Charge of his Pro- 
vidence, but will come againſt us in his Vengeance, 


and let us fee! the diſtreſſing Effects of his juſt Diſ- 
pleaſure, He might give a Commiſſion to the 
_ Sword, the Plague, the Peſtilence, or the Famine, 


to come, and make their Inroads, and ſpread 


their Deſolations amongſt us, and what could 


we ſay? We muſt each lay his Hand upon his 


Mouth, and cry guilty, guilty, We have Rea- 


ſon to fear that this Hended GO D will ariſe 
out of his Habitation, and eaſe himſelf of his 


Adverſaries, unleſs we return to him by an Au- 


feigned Repentance. Awake, awake then, all 


ye that are aſleep, and provoke not your 


GOD to leave you. | 
Awake, ye COURTIERS, ye. MI- 


NISTERS OF STATE, whoſitat 
the Helm of Government, and ſtand round 
the Perſon of your Sovereign. No Regard will 


be paid to your Character in a Day of publick 


_ Calamity and Diftreſs ; but you may fall as well 


as the meaneſt Subject, as you ſee in this Provi- 


 _ dence abroad. Ariſe then, behold GOD in f 
this Diſpenſation calls you. Be active in your 


reſpective Spheres, not only as lh, Subjects to 


your amiable Prince, and hearty Friends to your 
Country's Welfare, but as Men of Piety and Re- 


ligion. Exert all your Influence in the Sup- 


and 
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and promoting real Chriſtianity, and be einig 
Examples to all around you. — 

Ante je MA GIS TRAT Es, ye who 
are ſet as Guardians over our Britiſh Laws. 
Awake from your Sleep, and conſider the 
Neceſſity there is for your acting with Vigour in 
the preſent Day. Ariſe, ariſe, the Cauſe of 
GOD, and the Proſperity of the Nation call 
loudly upon you. Summon up all your Cou- 
rage and Reſolution, and be faithful and dili- 
gent in putting into Execution every Law againſt 
Imnicraliiy and Diflczalty, that you may in all 
Things act as thoſe who are ſent for the * Puniſh- 
ment of Evil-dvers, and for the Praiſe of them 
that do Well. 


Awake, ye M1 NISTE RS, that ated at 
"the Altar. — It is ſuitable to your Character and 
Employment to be active for GOD and Souls. 
All have their Eyes upon you, commit the Care 
of their immortal Part to you, look to your Exam- 
ples, your Malt and Converſation, and are willing 
to be guided by you in Matters of the greateſt In- 
portance. Rouſe then from your Lethargy. Go 
forth in your Maſters Name: Cry aloud, ſpare nut, 
lift up your Voices like a Trumpet, and ſhow the 
People their Trangreſſion, and the Houſe of Jacob 
their Sins. Sound an Alarm in your reſpective 
Congregations, and endeavour by every poſſible 


1 Pet. ii. 14. + i, hi. 1. h 4 
Mietho 
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Method to inſtil Sentiments of Liyalty, to your 


Sovereign, and Love to G O P, into the Minds 


of your People. 
Awake, ye SOLDIERS. ve Men of War, 


that frand prepared to fh. our Battles: Ye 
Guardians of our Liberties. I pon you is our 
Dependance under GOD for Protection from 


the perfidious Enemy. You are not only in 
Danger of falling with others in publick Cala- 

mities, brought by the immediate Hand of 
GOD; but when War is ſpreading its Deſola- 
tions, you ſtand expoſed to its direful Effects, 
and therefore Would be Men, not only of 


 flrady Loyalty to your Prince, but Men of real 


Religion. Leave off your Blaſpbemies then, 


and act the Chriſtian, as well as the Soldier. 
Not only behave with Fidelity and Reſolution 


in your reſpective Poſts, not only ſtand with 
unſhaken Bravery in the Defence of your King 


and Country, but learn to fear and love that 


GOD, who can teach your Hands to war 
and your Fi ingers to fight, and can cover your 


Heads in the Day of Battle. — 


Awake, ye MARINERS, that plow the 


Ocean: Ye that carry your Lives in your 
Hands. Some of you have ſeen that awful 
Catoſtrophe, that has been ſo fatal to many. 


They are gone, but you are ſpared: Spared in 


the midſt of the moſt threatening Dangers. 


Sure, ou cannot be injenf 7ble of the Obliga- 
tions 


C19 


tions you are under to GOD! Let your fu- 


ture Lives, be devoted with the utmoſt Chear- 
fulneſs to him, who hid you in the Hollow of 
his Hand, when by the violent Emotion of the 
Earth and Sea, you reeled to and fro, ſtaggered like 
drunken Men, and were at your Wits End. You 
all ſee the Wonders of the LORD in the 


great Deep: And ſome are more Immediately 
the Care of a divine Providence, when the Ene- 


mies Cannon roar againſt you, diſcharge their 


awful Contents upon you, and threaten you 


with /peedy Deſtruction. Awake from your Se- 


curity then, and ſeek the LOR D whilſs he is 
to be found, call upon him whilſt he is near. Maya 


Reformation run from Ship to Ship, and every 
Commander not only try to diſtinguiſb himſelf by 


his Prudence and Courage, but by a conſtant 
Fear of GOD, and concern to promote the 
Power of Religion amongſt thoſe under his 
3 Care. — 
Aale, ye MASTE RSand HEADS of 
FAMILIES; you who have the Inſtruction 


of Yauth, You may be peculiarly uſeful to 


| thoſe around you. It is high Time to awake 
dodut of Sleep, and to manifeſt a Concern for 
the Glory of GOD, and the Souls of thoſe 


committed to your Charge. Set up Religion in 
your Families, recommend it to your Children 


and Servants; let every Houſe be a little 


BETHEL, and do not live as thoſe that 


_ know 
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C12.) en, 
know nothing of GO D. You may be great- 


ly ſerviceable in helping on a Reformation, by 


your private Inſtructions, Admonitions, Exam- 
ples, and Prayers. Set your Hearts and your 
Hands to the Work, and may GOD be 
with you, 

Awake, ye SLEEPY PROFESSORS; 


ye almoſt Chriſtians, who take up with the Form, 


and know nothing of the Power of Godlineſs. 


Ye Hypocrites, who under a fair Profeſſion are 


diſhououring GO D. Think you always to be 


thus mocking him with only bodily M. or ſhip, 


and never ſee to the Cultivation of Religion in 


your Hearts? Is it not Time to conſider how 


much you have added to the Guilt of the Na. 
tion, what you have done to provoke GOD 


to Anger, and to think 5 that e that . 
has ſpared you fo long? — 


Ze Friends of TE. SUS, ” you awake too, 
What means this long Coldneſs ? What means 


that Shame and Cowardice you have fo often 
been guilty of in your REDEEMER's 


Cauſe? Whence this Want of Zeal for his 
Glory, this Backwardneſs to Duty, this Earibli- 
neſs of Frame, you fo often find? How is it 


your Corruptions are ſo flirong, the divine Liſe | 


is ſo Janguiſhing, and you walk no more like ; 


Heirs of an eternal Inheritance ? Awake, awake, ; 


and ſee to have every Diſorder rectified, and 


mourn over your own and others Sins. — 


D 3 
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a INUABITANTS of this great 
METR OPOLI S,- this City ſo famed for 


its civil and religions Privileges, do you awake. 


Hark, the preſent Stroke, which lies heavy 


upon ſome of you, calls for your Attention. 


© hy had not the Storm fallen here ? Hear ye the 


Voice of G0 D, To-day, whilſt it is called Jo- 


day, and no longer provoke him with your 


Sins, leſt he ſhould come forth againſt you in 


his Anger, and conſume and deſtroy you. 


Awake, every INHABIT ANT of the 


Land. How ſoon may our Happineſs be ex- 
changed for Miſery! How ſoon may we feel the 


Earth tremble, ſee our Houſes falling, and have 
nothing but Deſolation and Confuſion before us: 
How don may our Mirth be turned into Lamen- 
tation, and every Countenance look pale upon the 
Account of the Fudements of GOD upon 
us! And will you lie ſecure, as if there v was no 


Danger? 


Think. upon your W's ; jw che to 
your Privileges and Character, how much 9i/- 

| boncurine G O D, and how ruincus to your im- 
mortal Part. You that have never yet made 


one ſerious Reflection upon the Odiouſneſs and 


Demerit of Sin, the Nature, Reality and Im- 
portance of Religion, and the State of your 
Souls; let me entreat you to retire a few Mo- 

ments, and conſider theſe weighty and moſt in- 
tereſting Subjefts, Providence calls you; every 
7 Thing 
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Thing concurs to call you to ſuch a Duty. 


Look into your paſt Lives, and examine what 


Sins you ſtand chargeable with ; conſider the 


 dangerons State your Souls are in, and fall down 
before GOD. And if you have never yet ꝓrayed, 
now begin. How amiable a Duty is Prayer ? To 
ſee a Creature at the Het of his CREATOR a- 
doring his Perſections, acknowledging his Dependence 
upon him, and Jooking to him for every Bleſſing 1 

How /uitadle to the preſent Day of Darkneſs! 
The Heathens prayed to their Gods in Times of 


Difficulty, and will you be worſe, more ſtupid 


| than they! ? I would fain hope, . that! ſhall convince 


you of, and perſuade you to that, which tends 


ſo much to promote your Peace and Comfort. 
Pray, that GO D would open your Eyes to 
ſee, and humble you truly and deeply for the 
various Sins you have fallen into, and enable you 
to return to him with your whole Hearts, That 
if you have been Swearers, you may fevear no 


more, but may employ your Tongues in celebra- 


ling his infinite Perfections, and ſpeaking of his 
Works and his Ways. If you have been in- 
_ temperate, you may learn to value, and uſe, 5 


ſo as not to abuſe the Enjoyments of Life. It | 


you have been provoking GO D by a /ſolema 
Moeckery, you may now begin to be Chriſtians 
indeed, and may have your Hearts and Handg 


cleanſed from Sin, and your Souls adorned 


With the divine Image. If this was the Caſe 


D 2 with 
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with the Inhabitants of this Land, how happy 
ſhould we be! We need not then be afraid of 

Earthquakes, of the perfidious French, or of all the = 
Nations upon Earth. May the glorious Day 
come, and now be juſt at Hand, when“ 
3 Judgment ſhall run down as Waters, and Righte- 
 ouſneſs as à mighty Stream. Not only the Na- 
tion, as ſuch, would reap the Benefit, but every | 
Individual would be the better for it. Do you 
conſider, that though you may be kept from 
public Calamities, yet, that you are haftening to 
Eternity ; muſt ſoon appear before the Bar of 
' GOD, and hear a Sentence that will in a 
Moment decide your everlaſting Condition. 
Should you not fall by an Earthquake, by the 
Sword, or the Peſtilence; yet Death will ſoon 
come, direct an Arrow to your Hearts, and 
put an End to your Exiſtence here. Conſider 5 
then, conſider the Things that belong to your 5 
everlaſting Peace. Let the late awful Scene lead 
your Thoughts to view, the much greater Sc 
lemnity of the laſt Day, when the + Heavens 
call paſs away with a great Noiſe, and the Ele- 
ments ſhall melt with fervent Heat, the Earth 
1 alſo ond the Works that are therein ſhall be burnt 
Pp; When the Judge ſhall appear in all the 
Flory of bis divine Nature, every Eye ſhall ſee 
him, and all thoſe that would not believe, and 
_ vvey his Goſpel, ſhall, with unſpeakable Terror 
Amos v. 24. + 2 Pet. iii, 10. 


; and 
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. 
and Confuſion, call * upon the Rocks and the 
Mountains to fall upon them, and to hide them 
from the Wrath of the Lamb. One Moment's 
View of this laſt moſt imerefting Scene, is 
enough to convince you of the Reality and Im- 
 portance of Religion, and ſtir up you to ſeek 
with the utmoſt Diligence after an Acquaintance = 
with it. Let me beſeech you then, to /ay to 

Heart theſe weighty Concerns; and may a 
| Conſideration of them make you carefully at- 
tend Ordinances, prize the Goſpel, and quicken 
: you to ſeek after thoſe Things that will 1 
for your everlaſting Comfort. 
Is there indeed no GO D? Then none "of 
theſe Repreſentations are juſt ; none of theſe 


| Conſequences will appear. Sin then without 


Controul. But, if there is a GOD, as uni- 
verſal Nature ſhews, and you all readily ac- 
knowledge; this GOD is infinitely juſt and 
holy and cannot be pleaſed with Sin, he is 

almighty and able to puniſh the Tranſoreſſor, 

and his Purpoſes and Perſeckions are unchange- 
able : You have every Thing to fear therefore 
from this GOD, if you provoke him: You- 
have every Thing to n from bim, if you 
love him.— 

5 appeal to your Conſeiances for the Impor- 

tance of theſe Queſtions I have put, and theſe 

Exhortations I have given you. You will ſtand 


| ten 


( 22 ) 
then ſelf-condemned, if, after all, you caſt Con- 
| tempt upon them, and neglect Things upon 
Which your Happineſs ſo much depends, J 
' tremble at the Thought! What, Mercies, Fudg- 
ments, Friends, Miniſters, Conſcience, all call 
upon you, and yo not awake ! Will you provoke 
GOD to bring temporal and eternal Judg- 
ments too upon you? ls this the Charaer of 
Engliſh Proteſtants ? Are they ſo far ſunk into 


Sin? So awfully cep? Melancholy Thought! 


Let it not be ſaid of us: It will be an everlaſt- 
ing Reproach upon our Characters. Rent your 
Hearts then, and not your Garments, aud tur 
unto the Lord, who will have Mercy upon you, 
ſcatter every Cloud that hangs over you, guide 
you by his Counſel, and bring you at laſt late 
to his everlaſting Rn and Glory. — 


5.8. Thus, my dear Countrymen and Fellow- 
Subjet3s, I have ventured to addreſs you upon this 
important Occaſion, and I hope with a real Deſire 

to promote your preſent and future Happineſs. — 
I cannot take my Leave without diſcovering a 
juſt Concern for thoſe Gentlemen, Merchants, 
and others, who have an immediate Concern with 


dhe late melancholy Providence. — 


I condole with you in your preſent Caſe : 
7 ou who have loſt perhaps the dear Partners of 
yourſelves ; ; loſt your Children, your Friends, 
with whom you have often ſweetly converſed, 
Vour dear Ketations, and your Subſtance too. 1. 
| doubt 


„„ 
doubt not, but every Breaſt feels the gendereſt 
Emotions upon this Occaſion, and heartily fym- 


| pathiſes with you under your preſent Afflictions, 
rendered peculiarly heavy to many of you by a 


Variety of the moſt awful Circumſtances. Do 


I not ſee your Eyes guſbing with Tears, hear your 

ſecret Sighs, and feel the Anguiſb of your Hearts? 

I would not leave you, and only lament your 
Caſe. Is it not a fit Opportunity to remind you 

of the Emptineſs of the World? What with ſo 
much Care (and I hope laudable Induſtry) you 
have been gathering, is gone i» a Moment. 
Thus Feb, though one of the greateſt Men in 


the Eaſt one Day, was the next reduced to a 


State of great Diſtreſs, being bereaved of his 
Children and Subſtance at once. Permit me to 
addreſs you upon this diſagreeable Subject, the 
Vanity of all earthly Enjoyments ; diſagreeable to 
Human Nature, but of the utmo/# Importance, 


and deſerving a ſolid Conſideration. You were 


pleaſing yourſelves with a View of your Enjoy- 


ments: You little thought of the Stroke that 
was deſigned by Providence for you. Methinks 


1 fee your Hearts leaping, to think the Time - 


was coming, when you ſhould (ſome of you) 


either return to your dear Companions and Friends, 
or ſee them ſafe landed in your native Country. 
| You who are almoſt come to the Evening of 


Life, and who have had your Labours bleſſed 


with rich Succeſs, were thinking of ſpending the 
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few remaining Moments of Time ir in a pleafe ng 
Retirement, having every Thing neceſſary to 
tender you comfortable to yourſelves, and uſeful 
to others; when behold, by a ſudden Blow your 
Eupectations are all diſappointed. And as to 
ſome of you, perhaps your Al is gone, and 
others are ſo much affected by the Provi- 
dence, as to be rendered incapable of putting 
your Schemes into Execution : Whilſt to others : 
_ of you, Life will always bang as a Burthen, even 
if you were ſurrounded with Riches, when you 
conſider your boſom Companions, your dear Chil- 
N dren are g0ne to converſe no more. 80 preca- 
rious are all earthly Comforts. 
What, my dear Countrymen, what a Stroke io 
his, and what a Call to ſerious Reflection! 1 
would not intimate by this, as if you had been 
all abſolute Strangers to Conſideration, No: 
GOD forbid this ſhould have been the Caſe! 
But ſure, you muſt be convinced, that how- 


| ever you have employed your Thoughts in uſe- 


ful Reflections upon the Uncertainty of every 
ſublunary Enjoyment, that here is a freſb Call to 


that important Duty, and to improve the Afflic- 
tion this Way, will be to the Honour of your 
Character as Mey, and contribute much to your 
Advantage, It will make you view every 
earthly. Scene with Indifference, wean your Af. 
&Cions from inferior Enjoyments, and ſo pre- 


Pare 
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pare your Minds for attending to Things of a 
more intereſting Nature. In your preſent aw- 
ful Confuſion let me beg a Moment s Attention, 
whilſt I preſent you with Bleſings of an inſinite g | 
nuobler Kind, than all the Riches of this World: | 
Bleſſings durable and ſubſtantial, and every Way 
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5 worthy of your Purſuit, You wall not think 


me an Enthuſiaſt, in introducing a Subject of 
this Kind; a Subject which runs through thoſe 
| Bibles, which I hope you have received as 
the Word of GOD. See there Treaſures open- 
ing to your View; Treaſures which Moth and 
| Ruſt corrupt not, and which Thieves cannot 
ſteal from thoſe who poſſeſs them. Sure *tis a 
Time now, not only to think of, but to ſeek 
with the utmoſt Earneſtneſs after an Intereſt in 
them. Theſe are Treaſures which are peculiarly 
| ſuited to your immortal Souls; Treaſures which 
alone can give you compleat Happineſs, and a 
Conſideration of which will abundantly ſupport 
and chear you amidſt all the Flufuations of 
Time. Were you but once to be in good Ear- 
neſt in the Purſuit, and to be favoured with a 
wellgrounded Hepe and comfortable View of the 
Hleſſings of Immortality, you would find a cee 
Reęſignation to the divine Will, under the pre · 
ſent Shock, and a Serenity of Soul, which many _ 
are Strangers to, diſcovering | its amiable Nature 
and peculiar Excellency, in leading you to ſome 
| ſuch Reflections as theſe: What a melancholy | 
Too EE 
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„ e 5 
<« Stroke is this which GOD has been pleaſed 
to lay upon me! My Subſtance is in part, if 
„not wholly taken from me, and many of my 


© Friends are no more. My Hopes are diſap- 


ce pointed: My Schemes ſadly diſconcerted. 5 


But ſhall I be over ſorrowful, or give way 


to Diſcontent? *Tis evidently the Hand 


, 6 of G O D, and therefore 1 would be all Sub- ; 


« miſſion, and ſay, FA THE R, not my Will 
ul thine be done. — Am left naked and mi- 


„ ſerable? No. The Providence 18 affecting, ; 


but ſee the Riches of Eternity; the Bleſſings 
which the ſacred Mord preſents me with, are 
< the ſame amidſt all the Convulſions of Na- 

e ture; Yea, in that great Day of the I. O RD, - 
6 when the Heavens ſhall be diſſolved, and the” 
« Rocks will be removed from their Places, the | 
1 Treaſures which my ever-adorable ME D * 
« T O R has ſecured will remain unchanged, 


© and will afford everlaſting and compleat Feli- 
„city. And have I an Intereſt in theſe incor- 


"SE ruptible Glories ? Have I a Title to an In- 


„ heritance that will never fade? This is enough . 


to quiet a Mind affected with ſuch an awful - 
Stroke, as I am now viſited with. With 
* * Habakkuk therefore will I chearfully ſay , 


1 0 «© Although the Fig-Tree ſpall not bloſſom, neit her 
cc Heal. Fruit be in the Vines, the Labour & the 


nu. . 17. 18. e 
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<& Olive 2 fail, and the Fields ſhall yield no 


© Meat, the Fiok ſhall be cut off from the Fold, 
© and there ſhall be no Herd in the Stalls, yet I 


doll rejoice in the LORD, I will / Joy in the 


« GOD of my Salvation.” _ 
Some of you may be ſtripped of Fathers, of 


Mothers, of Friends, and Subſtance, and may 
be leſt to the unkind Treatment of a mercileſs 
World; but if intereſted in the glorious Rea- | 
| lities of a future State, this is enough to ſup-. 
port, animate, and enliven you amid: theſe 
Otherwiſe heart-breaking Scenes. 
How happy, my dear mourning Friends, how _ 
happy ſhould I eſteem myſelf, to be an Inſtru- 
| ment of ſoothing your Sorrows, and of relieving 
you under your preſent Anxieties, by leading 
you to the true Fountain of Peace and %. | 
lation. | 


Jou cannot, 1 am perſuaded, you cannot 


| 9955 your Time in Luxury and Intemperance, 
or be ſeen at the Playhouſe, drinking in the in- 
toxicating Pleaſures of Sin, when you know not 
but your Friends may be ſwallowed up, or be in 
the greateſt Extremity. This would be fo un- 
| ſuitable to the Character of rational, intelligent 
Creatures, that I dare not ſuſpe# it of any, who 
are immediately concerned in the preſent Provi- 
dence. It would be diſcovering ſuch a Degree 
of Inſenf bility, as I would not ſuppoſe any of you 


to be arrrved to. This would be acting worſe | 
„ chan 
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than Healhens, and would forbid even the Pity 
of thoſe, whoſe Hearts are often ready to bleed 
for their Fellow-Creatures in Diftreſs. — May 
G OD ſupport you under every afflictive 
Circumſtance, and bring great Geod out of this 
_ melancholy Diſpenſation to your better Part, 
that you may often reſſect upon the dark Scene 
With a chriſtian Serenity and Calmneſs, ſee the 
Hand of a merciful GOD therein, and what 
Defigns of Love he had to you in making it a 
Means of bringing you to the Purſuit of 
_ thoſe Bleſſings, which are too generally neglected 
by Perſons in our Day. May he crown your 
future Endeavours with abundant Succeſs, excite 


in the Breaſts of your Countrymen a Spirit of Ge- 


_ nerofity towards you ; and may he above all in- 


daulge you with the BzYings of the upper Spring, 


make you rich in his Favour here, and | in the 


a Jo Enjoyment of himſelf for ever. 


5 I might now take my Leave, but I cannot 
without adding one Word to thoſe Gentlemen 
and Merchants, who are not immediately affected 
by this dreadful Calamity, You, I would 
hope, reflect with Ti bankfulneſs upon the kind 
Hand of GOD, in preſerving your Perſons, 


Families, and Subſlance. You have hereby your 


 Copacities for Uſefulneſs continued, and an Op» 
portunily now preſented, to ſhow that Generofity 
| of Soul, which has upon all Occafions been ſo 
clearly manifeſted. Weep with thoſe, who are 
How 
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not weeping. They are Bone of your Bone, and 


Fleſp of your Fleſb.— They are your Countrymen, 
your Fellow. Subjects, a few Days ago, perhaps in 


Circumſtances equal with yours, but now calling 


for all your Sympathy, Condalance, and Compaſ- 
ſion. It would be a Reflection upon your Cha- 
 ratler, for me to ſay, do not diſtreſs them, Tou 
cannot do it, Your Hearts, I queſtion not, are 
warm with Pity. Shew it then in all the In-_ 
ances, that come within your Power. Pity 
your Friends, your dear Countrymen, now ſuf- 
fering under the Hand of GOD. Pity the 
Widows and the Fatherleſs, if there are any 
amongſt them. You may know ſome like 
| Rachel, weeping for their Children, becauſe they 
are not: May ſee tender Hearts pierced for their 
Friends in Ruin. Put on therefore Bowels of 


Mercies, and exert yourſelves, according to 


your uſual benevolent Diſpeſitions, that the Ho- 
nour of the Engliſh Gentlemen and Merchants, 
may not now be flained, by any Methods of 


Severity, taken with thoſe, who. by the Provi- 


dence of GOD, and not by their own Luxury 


or Sloth, are deprived of their Subſtance and 


their deareſt Enjoyments. Help your Friends 
finking in Diſtreſs, full of painful Solicitude | 


Waiting. with Impatience to hear all the melan. 


choly Tidings, and bt knowing what Methods 
to take for Relief. Help them by your Sympa- | 
thy, your Advice, and your generous Contribu- 


tions. This will give Eaſe to their hrobbing 


Hearts, " 
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Hearts, gain you univerſal Fſteem, give your | 
generous Souls the greateſt Pleaſure, and be ever 
recorded to your Honour and Reputation. 
And permit me to remind you, of the Lu- 
certainty of thoſe Enjoyments you are now fa- 
voured with, GOD can ſoon take them from 
you, or you from them: And if this World is all 
your Portion, your Happineſs, ſuch as it is, it will 
ſoortly have a final Period, and you be obliged 
to bid an everlaſting Adieu to all, and J tremble 
io think of it !) your Souls will fink into an aw- 
ful Abyſs of everlaſting Miſery. — What an Ho- 


nottr would it be to this Nation, to have Perſons N 
of your Cparacter, adorned with all the Virtues 


and Graces of the Chriſtian | Ho uſe ful might _ 
you bein thoſe Spheres GOD has placed you, 


by your ſhining Examples, by your diſcouraging - 


Infidelity and Prophaneneſs, and giving the 
Sanction of your Favour and Friendſhip, 9 
thoſe who are filled with a ſingle View to the 
= Glory of GOD, and are exerting themſelves for 


the promoting true and undefiled Religion in this 


too ſinful Land. — May the GOD of Heaven 
| ſhower down upon you all the rich Bleſſings 

the preſent Life, and at the ſame Time ſtir you uß 
to a ſuitable Improvement of them, by relieving 
the Friendleſs and Necefſitous, and encouraging 


thoſe Meaſures, that are taken for the reviving Ks, 


the ſinking Intereft of our ee MEDI. 
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